
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



416 THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [Vol. IX 

the Burbung, by means of which the youths of the tribes are 
inaugurated into the status of manhood. During this ceremony 
they are taught the sacred traditions of their forefathers, their 
duties and responsibilities as tribesmen are inculcated, and they 
are instructed in the laws relating to the class and totemic di- 
visions of their tribe. The whole ceremonial of the Burbung is 
described with considerable fullness in three papers contributed 
by me to the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain,' the 
Royal Geographical Society of Australasia,' and the American 
Anthropologist.' 

In connection with their class systems may be mentioned 
the widespread custom among these tribes of painting and 
carving representations of their totems on the walls of caves and 
on the smooth surfaces of rocks. For descriptions of these to- 
temic drawings the reader is referred to my papers on this sub- 
ject already published in the American Anthropologist* and in 
other scientific journals.^ The class and totemic divisions are 
strongly manifested in all the principal ceremonies of the Aus- 
tralian aborigines ; hence it is of the utmost importance that 
any one studying the customs of these people should have a 
knowledge of their class systems. 
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Die Maya-iSprachen der Pokom-Qrappe. Zweiter Teil: Die Sprache der 
K^e'kchi Indianer, nebst einem Anhang: Die Uspanteca. Von Dr Med. 
Otto Stoll, Professor in Zilrich. Leipzig, K. F. Kohler, 1896, viii-^^l pp. 

The numerous dialects of the Maya family are spoken through- 
out Yucatan and Guatemala, and even adjacent territories, like 
Chiapas, harbor Indians belonging to the Maya race. About 
sixteen dialects have been determined by competent linguists 
to be clearly af&liated with the Maya of Yucatan, the only one 
of them which has been benefited by an extensive literary "cul- 

1 " The Burbung of the Wiradthuri Tribes," Journ. Anthrop. Inst., vols, xxv and 
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5 "Aboriginal Rook Faintlngs and Carvings in New South Wales," Proc. Roy. Soc. 
Victoria, vii, N. S., 143-156. 
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ture." All these dialects are remarkable for the brevity and con- 
ciseness of their grammatic and lexical forms, to which the mul- 
tiplicity of their personal pronouns forms a curious contrast. 
The epigraphical relics of this stock, when safely interpreted, are 
likely to lead us back into a more remote period of American 
history than those of any other aboriginal people. With the 
study of the Maya codices and inscriptions must go hand in 
hand the study of the dialects, and in this respect Huastec, 
Kich6, and Maya have been more deeply looked into than all 
the others. Prof Dr Otto StoU, a Swiss by birth, who explored 
Guatemala from 1878 to 1883, has published his grammars and 
vocabularies of the Ixil, Pokonchl, and Pokomam, and to these 
he has recently added a voluminous grammar of the K'e'kchl, 
spoken on the highlands in the central parts of the republic. 

StoU's " K'e'kchi " forms his second volume of the Pokom 
group, a group which consists of the following dialects : Pokon- 
chl, Pokomam, K'e'kchi, and Uspantec. K'e'kchi is spoken at 
the present epoch by about 86,000 Indians, and the most strik- 
ing characteristic of it appears to be an extraordinary grinding 
down of grammatic forms, which makes it look recent when 
compared with the more archaic languages of the K'ich6 group. 
Some of its forms can be explained only by comparison with the 
archaic forms of Cakchiquel and K'ich6, especially in regard to 
the verbs derived by suffixation, and the types of more recent 
genesis than the above-mentioned dialects. Syntactic examples 
of the K'iche are given on pages 123 to 127 ; the vocabulary com- 
prises pages 128 to 191. The grammar as well as the dictionary 
are both compiled on the basis of comparison with the other Maya 
dialects, the only scientific way which the author could adopt. 
The Uspantec, now limited to a single town, had been placed by 
Stoll in his former writings with the Qu'iche group, but after a 
clearer insight into its forms is now classified with the Pokom 
dialects. A. S. Gatschet. 



